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GET IN ON THE GROUND FLOOR! 
 
     By now I trust youÕre heard about how we are responding to a number of requests for additional 
Sunday school classes here at First Methodist.  The plan is for two new classes to be established:  
one for young singles (maybe including young couples without children), and one for couples who 
have young children.  We currently have five super dynamic teachers/teaching teams who are really 
excited about working with the younger adults in our congregation and community.  TheyÕve all got a 
lot of great ideas, but before we actually begin anything, we want to hear input from those of you who 
actually might be the students of these classes.  Some of the biggest questions are, ÒWhat do you 
want to study?Ó  ÒWhat kind of format do you like?Ó and, most importantly,  ÒWhat kind of coffee?!!Ó   
      
     So, you are invited to attend an organizational/informational meeting during the Sunday school 
hour (10:00-10:50) on Sunday, March 4 in the choir rehearsal room located in the basement of the 
Bauman Annex.  Attendance does not commit you to anything.  Just come check it out and let your 
voice be heard! (And OF COURSE there will be coffee and doughnuts!  God bless ya!). 

******* 
     HereÕs a neat thing that happened:  I had a fella stop by my office this morning to tell me about the 
miraculous ways that Christ has changed his life, both spiritually and physically.  After listening to his 
story, the guy said, ÒWill you pray for me?Ó  This, of course, is pretty common in my line of work, but 
what surprised me was when this gentleman got down on his knees to receive the prayer, and invited 
me to do the same.  ThereÕs something real good about thatÉsomethin g very pure and childlike, and 
it saddens me that many in our church today have gotten away from that old and wonderful practice.  
Our physical prayer postures actually reveal a lot about how we think of God.  In fact, your prayer 
posture should ideally be an expression of worship.  I like kneeling because it helps keep us humble, 
it reminds us of our utter and complete neediness (or kneediness!) for the Lord, and it also helps us 
remember that we are to come to Jesus like little children.  Best of all (and this is a Holy Spirit thing), 
kneeling before God will change the way you pray, and it will change the way you hear His answers, 
too.  The physical and the spiritualÉbeautifully intertwined.  ThatÕs the holy DesignerÕs plan, my 
friend, and one more thing Òof good report.Ó   
 

Blessings, 
Dave 
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My Gifts in 2012: 
                 2/05          2/12     YTD 
Operating Funds Received    $ 15,531        $ 9,621 $ 74,239 
Operating Budget     $   9,279        $ 9,279 $ 64,953 
Debt Reduction Funds Rec’d    $   2,375        $    540 $   9,270 
Debt Reduction Budget    $  1,423         $ 1,423 $   9,961 
 Thank you for your generosity to the LordÕs work through this church. 

            

                       MY PRAYERS: Our Members:   Grace 
                       Bishop; Willie Maude Carnes; Sheryl 
                       Fellows; Steve Hancock; Eddie McLeroy; 
                      Willard Moore; Trent Morgan (son of Vicki 
Mullis); Dot Rountree; Bobby & Nancy Sikes; Barbara 
White. 
Nursing/Personal Care Homes:   Elsie Alberich; Willie 
Maude Carnes; Doug Cunningham; Helen Harrell; Lenore 
Hewitt; Mary Katherine Hodges; Vernezia Jones; Anne 
Kirkley; Betts Maddox; Jim Park; Ruth Rogers; Peggy 
Timms; Frances Wood. 
Family and Friends of Our Members: Beth Alford; Betty 
Alvarez; Martha Bauman; Evelyn Beadle; Alice Beisel; 
Patsy Belcher; Michael Bevins; Zackie Boen; Jay Crouch; 
Maise Hadden; Mary Huggins Fisher; Ross Freeman; 
Mary W. Fuller; Sally Giddens; Dianne Grogan; Jerry 
Hamilton; Tonie & Rick Hawes; Greg Herrin; Julie Holder; 
Anne Holloway; Frank Irizarry; Nathan Jackson; Linda 
James; Evan Jones (great grandson of Steve & Joye); 
Arthur Kaplan; Billie Ann Kelly; Michaela Krippner (2 year 
old granddaughter of Vicki & Eddie Mullis); Debbie Lee; 
Laura Litten; April Lyons; Christi Mahaffey; Blake 
Marshall; Nancy McBrearty; Angie McNeil; Melissa 
Milligan; Mary Mitchell; Dorrie Neligan; Riley Parham; 
Aedan Pepper; Lynn & Bob Pettit; Betty Pierce; Don 
Portschy; Kirsten Powelski; Veda Powers; Sheryl 
Redmon; Kelli Richards; Nell Sheppard; Kevin Sikes; 
Ernie Tall; Joy Turner; Joyce Ullmann; Stanley Van 
Houten; Andy Vance; Barbara West; Shawn Wiggins.    
Our Military:  Erica Alecksen; Luke Bullock; Brian 
Rowland; Ashley Wiggins.   Grieving:  family of Pitt 
Pittard; family of Polly Ridgway; family of Lataine Lozano; 
family of Virginia Swymer; Debbie Lane; Susan Heick & 
family; family of Ann Moore; Cindy Gregory & family; 
Shelby Scoggins & family. 

 
We thank you, Heavenly Father, for the 56 
prayer warriors who will be interceding for the 
many needs the Holy Spirit brings before them 

to our prayer room!   From those 56 we have three youth 
who have signed up, two children who are coming with a 
parent, and two adults who have signed up for two hours 
each. (PTL!)  We have one group of two to three who pray 
together.  The Intercessory Prayer volunteers pray also for 
each of the nations of the world over time (there are 234 
nations).  Information about each nation comes from 
www.operationworld.org.  “If all the desires, requests and 
goals expressed throughout this website were to be 
implemented it would radically change the nations of this 
world. . . . How much of the earthly and how quickly the 
eternal agendas would be achieved depends on ONE 
activity—prayer in the name of Jesus to a loving, 
sovereign Father. . .The nations are there for the asking. . 
May we become intercessors with a world vision that 
prays Satan-defeating, kingdom-taking, people-reaching, 
captive-releasing, revival-giving, Christ-glorifying prayers.” 
We invite you to join us.  

“SAFE SANCTUARIES” Training: This is a mandatory 
meeting for all of you who work with children or youth here 
at the church. You will learn new ways to keep our kids 
safe, as well as how to protect the church and 
YOURSELF from liability issues. Susan Adams, certified 
trainer, will be coming in from Augusta to lead this 
workshop on Saturday, February 18th in the Upper Room 
from 10:00 until 12:00.   
 
Board of Trustees will meet Monday, February 20th at 
6:30pm in the Conference room. 
 
Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, February 21st at 
6:30pm in the Upper Room. 
 
United Methodist Women’s General meeting is 
Tuesday, February 21st at 6:30 in the Great Hall.  
Members are reminded to bring an offering for “A Call to 
Prayer and Self-Denial”. 
 

                     Join us for 
                  !"#$"%#&'()*+,-((
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((((The meal is served cafeteria style.  The serving line  
    is open from 5:30pm to 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Cost: $6 adult; $3 ages 2-16; (or $20 per family). 
Reservations or cancellations must be made to the 
church office by Tuesday of each week.   Menu: Eggs, 
Bacon, Sausage, Grits, Biscuits, Salad Bar, Dessert. 
    

Ash Wednesday service 
will be held February 22nd at 6:30pm 

(immediately following supper) 
in the Historic Sanctuary. 

There will be no classes or activities that night. 
 

 

Congratulations to ÒSouper Bowl” winners!  
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The Upper Room for March/April is available in the 
Gathering Room and the Narthex. Please take a copy 
home with you for your daily devotional guide.    
 

    Thank you so very much for allowing us to have our Girl 
Scout meetings again this year at your church. And thank 
you for your support of the Girl Scouts. The program helps 
build the girlsÕ self-esteem, teaches good values, and 
offers opportunities for girls to develop lasting friendships 
in a safe environment. We are so appreciative of your 
kindness.                        
                                        Thanks again, 
                            Marci Day, Shannon Minchey 
                              & Girl Scout Troop 60368 



                                                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 

Polly Ridgway given by United Methodist Women; Willie 
Maude Carnes; Mr. & Mrs. Joe Hudson; Walker & Linda 
Ralston; Farmers & Merchants Bank. 
Lataine Lozano given by Walker & Linda Ralston. 
Lorraine Davis given by Don & Beth Huskins; Jim & 
Carolyn Hawkins. 

In Honor Of 
Mr. & Mrs. James Dooley given by Elizabeth Eakes. 
Dr. Bob Betzel given by Cindy & Rachel Willis. 
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UMYF E-Newsletter 
Sign-up to be on the monthly e-newsletter mailing list at 
www.eatontonfirstumc.com/umyf.  
 
 

 

  

 
 

3rd - 5th  Graders  ¥  Sundays 4 - 6pm 
http://fumcjyf.shutterfly.com  

Join us every Sunday afternoon!  

 
 
 

Things Noteworthy  

 

What Great enthusiasm we are experiencing 
in worship every Sunday. Attendance has been good 
and everyone has been engaged in our time of 
worship.  SundayÕs service was particularly unique 
with its wide variety of music.  Voices of Praise 
brought a musical offering using the lyrics of a well 
know traditional praise chorus, ÒYou Are My All in AllÓ 
set to the music of PachelbelÕs ÒCanon in D.Ó This 
canon, which is sometimes call the Celebrated 
Cannon, is normally heard at wedding and other 
formal occasional and is considered to be of the 
classical genre  composed in the Baroque period of 
music history. The lyrics of one fits the harmony of 
the other like a custom tailored glove thus giving a 
new and refreshing version of two delightful tunes. 
Later in our worship experience our Praise Band 
lead us in ÒGod of Wonder.Ó  Our band is relatively 
young and lacks playing time together which will 
come through hours of rehearsal. They have been 
working diligently over the last several weeks getting 
acquainted musically and working at perfecting their 
skills as well as seeking spiritual direction.  Please 
keep them in your prayers.  Hopefully you will see 
them again soon in our 11:00 worship. 

Another ÒNoteworthyÓ event scheduled for 
April 29 in our Great Hall is a Community Choir 
Singing. This will involve the combined choirs of 
Gray and Eatonton Methodist churches and the choir 
of First Baptist of Eatonton.  IÕm sure you remember 
the Omega Trio concert which was the first in a 
series of special music programs scheduled as part 
of our 5th Sunday night Gospel and Goodies for 
2012.  This will be our second such event and it 
promises to be another Great night of musical 
offerings presented by these choirs and a night of 
roof raising congregational singing.       

Other important dates involving our choirs 
include our childrenÕs choir singing in the 11:00 
service on Sunday February 26.  Wesley Ringers 
and the Sunshine Ringers have combined forces and 
will be ringing on Sunday March 4th.  Our childrenÕs 
choirs are also working on their spring musical which 
is scheduled for Sunday April 22 in the 11:00 
service.  As you can see we are all very busy but 
having fun learning about GodÕs love and saving 
Grace through music. Please keep us in your 
prayers!!                      Blessings,  Boyd  

6th-12th grade welcome every 
Wednesday from 6:23-7:30 to join us 
for worship, fun, and a message. 
22/15, 2/22, 2/29, 3/7 

Middle School Small Groups: 
4-6 on 2/19, 2/26, 3/4 
High School Small Groups:  
5:30-7:30 on 2/19, 2/26, 3/4 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Radio Station DOCK 103.9 FM broadcast the 
Sunday Morning Sermon at 10:30am. Sponsored by 
Farmers & Merchants Bank; Dr. Robert Betzel; 
Vining Ivy Hill Chapel; Huskins Law Firm. 

 
 

Professional St aff at First United Methodist Church  
Rev. Dave Hinson……………………………..Senior Pastor 
Rev. Boyd Dennard…………………...…..Minister of Music 
Adam Swymer……………………………..Minister of Youth 
Debbie Pittman……………….……..Children’s Coordinator 
Gail Mills……………………….…..Administrative Assistant 
Frances Griffith……………………..…..Financial Secretary 
Jessica Swymer …………………..Audio Visual Technician                                                                                                            
Marge McFaddin………………………..……..….…..Pianist 
Mary Alice Dennard……………………..…..………..Pianist 
Barbara Moore……………..….........(8:45am) Nursery Staff 
Rebecca Stuart……………..………(11:00am) Nursery Staff 
Belinda Thompson……………………………Nursery Staff 
Robert Burston…………………………...……….Custodian 

 

Staff e -mail addresses  
Rev. Dave Hinson…………..dave@eatontonfirstumc.com 
Rev. Boyd Dennard……..….boyd@eatontonfirstumc.com 
Adam Swymer .…………….adam@eatontonfirstumc.com 
Gail Mills……………………....gail@eatontonfirstumc.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 We would like to send you the newsletter by email! 

 Send your address to:   gail@eatontonfirstumc.com  

 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS 

Acolytes……………………………….Hank Hall, Reed Haley (19
th

) 

                                                   Kate Embry, Josie Gregory (26
th

) 

First Friends……….. ……………..Jim & Mary Ann Shrader (8:45) 

                                                             Randy & Faye Bowen (11) 

Kidz Worship (Kindergarten to 5
th
 grade)…….....…..Debbie Pittman 

Newsletter Mail-out………………….Helen Gregory, Nancy Brake 

Stephen Ministry……………………………............Gerrye Jenkins 

Usher Chairs.…..…………..Diane Griffin (8:45); Mike Rainey (11) 

Ushers, 8:45am……………………………Maurine & Hal Huggins 

Ushers, 11:00am……………………….Jay Hill, Bennie Holloway,  

                                                     Dennis McWhorter, Arch Smith 

 

First United Methodist Church 
P. O. Box 3129 
Eatonton, GA 31024-3129 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Organization U. S. 
Postage Paid 
Permit No. 2 
Eatonton, GA 31024 


